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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director oi Central latelligeaee 
SUBJECT! Abel Caee 


1. Tbia naemoraadum is for iaforsnatioa only. 

2. James Deoovaa eaUed to say be Iwd j«st received a 
letter from Abel seyiag that reeeatly bis wife bad written suggesting 
that he appeal to the new Administration for clemency. Abel says 
be wrote back to ber sUting it would not be appropriate for him to 
appcM^l but she should appeal to the new Administratton in a manner 
similar to that in which the Powers' family had appealed to 
Khrushchev. AbsJ asked if Donovan would write his wife giving 
her seatie advice in tltts regard. 

3. This may have no signiftcance other than a normal 
wifely interest. However, it could be part oi the general Soviet 
program towards the new Administration and might conceivably 

be an overture la cennection with the RB-47 pilots or even Powers. 

4. 1 am exploring possible implicatioas with DD/P. State, 
and Justice. 
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UtWRENCE R. HOUSTON 
General Counsel 
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